Lexington Global Warming Action Coalition

200 Follen Road, Lexington MA 02421

The Honorable Deval L. Patrick

Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Office of the Governor

Massachusetts State House

Boston, MA 02133

February 24, 2009

Dear Governor Patrick,

We, the undersigned, are citizen groups from the towns of Bedford. Concord, and Lexington who have been working in our communities to reduce greenhouse gases and fight the progression of climate change. We are also the towns that are home to Massport’s Hanscom Field, as well as to many of the most important and revered historic sites in America’s history. 

We are writing to you to express our deep dismay and outrage about Massport’s plans for expansion of facilities for corporate jets at Hanscom and the inclusion of runway and infrastructure improvements for corporate jets at Hanscom on the “shovel-ready” list of projects being considered for federal stimulus money. * (See below.)

We respectfully call upon you to exercise your leadership, to direct Massport to shelve their plans for expansion of facilities for private corporate jets, and we ask you to remove projects for infrastructure improvements at Hanscom from consideration for federal stimulus funds. It would indeed be ironic for our state to use stimulus money that the President targeted at greening our energy and transportation systems on the least green form of transportation imaginable. The taxpayers of America did not intend their tax dollars to literally pave the way for an elite, polluting, and increasingly obsolete form of travel.

Massport’s intentions to double the hangar space for private corporate jets fly in the face of the Commonwealth’s goals to significantly lower carbon emissions throughout the state. They ignore President Obama’s goal of reductions of 80% of greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.  They blatantly disregard the plethora of efforts by our town governments and residents to lower municipal and private sources of carbon emissions. Corporate jets are the most polluting form of transportation that exists. A typical private jet emits some 4 tons of greenhouse gas emissions per hour.

As the United States and the world face the dire reality of climate change, of necessity deep changes must be made in how we live and how we travel.  Both the current economy and our on-going environmental crisis call into question the wisdom of and necessity for private jet infrastructure expansion, especially at an airport where flights have been down for a number of years, the current infrastructure is not at capacity, and especially when these projects are based on projections made a number of years ago.  

We are very aware and appreciative of your commitment to addressing climate change and promoting the Commonwealth as a leader in developing green energy and energy efficiency. We ask you to exercise your leadership now to halt these ill-considered, unsustainable projects and put in place the process we in our communities have long been calling for: thoughtful, inclusive planning for Hanscom as part of a long-range, regional multimodal and sustainable transportation plan for the 21st century.

Respectfully yours,

Lexington Global Warming Action Coalition

www.lexgwac.org  Email: info@lexgwac.org

Bedford Global Warming Action Coalition

www.bedfordgwac.org  Email: susanshamel@aol.com

Global Warming Education Network

www.gwenet.org  Email: info@gwenet.org
Concord Climate Action Network - ConcordCan  

www.concordconserves.org Email: bob.andrews3@verizon.net

Cc:

James A. Aloisi

Secretary of Transportation

Ian A. Bowles

Secretary, Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs

State Representatives Cory Atkins, Jay Kaufman, Charles Murphy, Tom Stanley

State Senators Susan Fargo and Kenneth Donnelly

* “Infrastructure Mobilization Effort: State-Reviewed, Shovel-Ready Project List:

Under the Transportation Task Force category are two projects with the same title: “Hanscom Airfield Rehab Taxiway M, G, and E – Hanscom Field – Bedford.  These projects include infrastructure improvements and expansion for corporate jet operations at Hanscom Field with a total cost estimate of $9,750,000.

